
Creating Your Timeline 
Together

Prepare a Time to Talk

Some people don’t find planning romantic. They think 
being on the same wavelength should just come naturally 
without any effort, otherwise they aren’t a good couple. 
Well, I have a new flash-- that’s kinda a bullsh*t 
standard and unrealistic. One of the most romantic 
things I’ve ever done with Shawn was sitting down and 
setting goals for our lives. In doing this, we figured out 
when we would ideally* want kids, our action steps for 
our real estate business, and our new financial tracking 
for the year. This was only accomplished because we took 
the time to both sit down, pen and paper in hand, and 
simply talk.

Just You + Them

This conversation is to talk about what you want out of 
like with your partner, so bringing up that Katie and Dan 
just got married is kind of insignificant information. 
Unfortunately, Katie and Dan aren’t in your relationship, 
so whatever they do shouldn’t have any impact on what’s 
in-store in your relationship. Instead, reflect with your s/o: 
is this what we want? Are we ready for this? Or am I 
jealous? Really ask yourself if this step you’re wanting to 
take is just because of keeping up with the Joneses or is it 
really the next logical step.  



Don't Tell Them How They Feel

I’ve seen many arguments start because a friend assumed 
that her s/o was going to take her question/idea/plan the 
wrong way. She went into the conversation with the belief 
that he was going to be mad and disagree. These 
conversations aren’t your way into manipulating your s/o 
into doing what you want or guilting him into something 
they aren’t ready for. Tell them how you feel and let them 
do the same. Perhaps you two have been on the same page 
the entire time and didn’t even know it.

Tell Them What You Want

Reasonable expectations. This is not an excuse to 
demand an engagement ring by the time you graduate or 
require a baby, new home, or anything else for that 
matter in X-amount of days/months/years. This is not 
where you get to weasle into an ultimatum by telling 
them I want this or else. This is where you get to put it all 
on the table and say do these align with your goals? What 
do we need to do to get the ball rolling on this? How can 
we accomplish this together?  
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Don't Throw A Fit

We all want things to go our way, but sometimes it doesn’t 
always workout that way. This is when we have to learn
how to breathe and accept that our s/o isn’t ready for that 
step. Maybe they need to accomplish a different goal 
before they feel comfortable moving forward in a different 
area in life. This is when we have to give a little instead of 
holding their feet to the fire. Patience is a virtue and reaps 
some of the biggest rewards in life. 
And always remember that you’re on the same team  

You're on The Same Team

Go into every “meeting” with the reassuring thought that 
your s/o wants to take-on life with you. At the end of the 
day, you’re fighting the good-fight together. Sometimes 
your tactics aren’t the same or you’re looking at the 
problem at a different perspective, but this doesn’t mean 
you’re opponents. Work together and be open to their 
needs, ideas, and timeline just as they should respect all of 
yours as well.
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